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My apologizes to those of you who have been anxiously waiting for a legislative report.  My only excuse is that 

I have been waiting for some movement within the Legislature on items of specific interest to our organization, 

and frankly, there hasn't been a whole lot of action on the Corrections side thus far.  The Legislature did 

convene on January 6th as you all know, and the past three weeks have been dedicated for the most part, to 

educating the new Legislators on the workings of the legislative process and committee work has been taken 

up by reports from major state departments and organizations that depend upon legislative financial support. 

As of January 26th however, there have been 391 bills introduced in the House and 349 bills in the Senate.  

Public Safety and Judiciary Committees have not seen a lot of that action so far, as I think we have identified 

only 32 bills that would fall into our tracker system, and none of those bills have been scheduled for initial 

hearings at this point.  I am currently working with the House Information Department to simplify our tracker 

system which would provide our members all the pertinent information on our bills without a lot of duplication in 

preparing that data.  Since there have been no hearings scheduled yet on our bills of interest, we continue to 

work with them and the electronic tech staff to see if we can generate my tracker system with availability to all 

of you.  If this doesn't work out, we'll just prepare our own list as we have in the past. 

Of those 32 bills introduced this year that have been referred to Public Safety and/or Judiciary Committees, I 
have highlighted 26 that we'll closely follow.  I do want to comment on several of them however, in this report: 
 
HF 119 / SF  -  (Mullery)  is an offender civil rights bill that would require the CEO of a facility, or an assigned 
Probation Officer to meet personally with the offender within 30 days of release to inform them of their civil 
rights including the right to vote. 
 
HF 120 /SF -  (Mullery)  provides for the offender right to vote except whenever incarcerated at the time of the 
vote. 
 
HF 199 / SF 240 is a bipartisan bill authored by Hilstrom and Cornish and 15 others which expands First 
Degree Burglary to include a violation of an Order for Protection as an underlying offense. 
 
HF 240 /SF 141 authored by Zerwas and Schoen in the House, would allow for persons under arrest to be 
diverted to comprehensive mental health programs; and includes an appropriation of $ 8M to establish 
programs for each year in 2016 and '17. 
 
HF 342 /SF - authored by Cornish and Hilstrom and 15 others, is the Voting Restoration Bill.  Expect a bill to be 
introduced in the Senate any day and an early hearing process on this proposal. 
 
HF 273/SF 184 appropriates $5M each in 2016 and 17 for Youth Intervention Programming. 
  
SF 274/ no House file yet -  authored by Rosen, Dziedzic, Cohen, Latz and Sheran in the Senate, establishes 
a Parole Board, but the Board would have no jurisdiction over the release of Sex Offenders. 
  
We will start to see Committee hearings on the Public Safety/Judiciary bills in coming weeks, and you can be 
assured of an ever increasing volume of new introductions twice a week.  The Legislature has set March 20th 
as the first deadline, which means bills need to be approved in their initial committee by that date to be 
considered for floor action.  Fiscal bills will have until the following week to do the same. 
  
I have spent a lot of time at the Legislature so far this Session and am pleased to report that I have now made 
contact with all House members sitting on Public Safety/Judiciary and Civil Law, and most of the Senators 
serving on similar committees.  So far, the MCA legislative agenda has been presented and discussed with 39 
Representatives and/or Senators. 
  
 



A good deal of time has also been spent on developing the Corrections Capitol Day event scheduled for 
Monday, February 9th at the Kelly Inn starting at 7:30 AM with a breakfast buffet thanks to our collaborative 
partners who are sharing this cost with us.  Thus far, I have received attendance confirmations from Senators 
Limmer and Latz, Rep.'s Tony Cornish, Carly Melin, Joe Mullery, Deb Hilstrom, Brian Johnson, and 
Commissioner Tom Roy. We are still hopeful Sen. Bobby Joe Champion will also participate.  If they all 
appear, this will make for a full schedule.  It's a busy time for Legislators and most cannot devote time to our 
full session but we will try to schedule their presentations close to their arrival that morning.  Rep. Cornish has 
already asked to speak at 7:30 a.m. to avoid other conflicts that morning so we'll be ready to jump right into our 
programming right at 7:30 a.m. We must adjourn by 10:00 a.m.   
 
Please contact me with your questions or concerns, and thank you all for your support! 
  
Calvin Saari 
Legislative Liaison 
Minnesota Corrections Association  
sisuwithsaari@aol.com 


